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Celebration Awards 
Friday 2nd October 2020 

 

Hawk              George H, Ava 

Eagle              Ernie, Rupert 

Kestrel            Elsie, Richie 

Swift               Matvii, Freya 

Owl                 Rhys, Barney 

Wagtail           Louis, Joshua B 

Kingfisher       Emily 

Robin              Asha 

Woodpecker   Dave 

 

Keeping Safe 
I am certain that many of you will have 
seen social media posts regarding 
attempted child abductions in Essex. I 
have contacted Braintree police for 
further information and am currently 
awaiting a response. The police were 
unable to give any details but did say 
they were investigating two incidents. I 
urge all parents to be vigilant and report 
any incidents or suspicious behaviour 
to the police. Keep your children close 
to you when travelling to and from 
school and ensure they are supervised 
by a responsible adult at all times. If 
older children are travelling to school 
independently encourage them to walk 
with a friend and be vigilant to those 
around them. 
 

Parent Portal 
We are pleased to notify parents and 
carers that our new Parent Portal has 
gone live. You should all have received 

an email asking you to download the 
APP and login. 
The portal and app will enable 
parents/carers to view and update their 
child's details, enrol and pay for clubs, 
including breakfast club and trips and 
access all email/sms communications 
from the school. 
Please note if you are using a mobile 
phone device you must use the app to 
access the portal as the web based 
version is not compatible with mobile 
phones. Ensure you enable push 
notifications on your mobile device. 
Check your inbox or junk mail for your 
login invite to Arbor parent portal. 
 

Parent Governor  
Thank you to all of the parents and 
carers that voted in the Parent 
Governor Elections. The votes were 
counted this morning and the results 
are:  
Tom Hardingham   -  65 votes 
Daniel Kemp   -  34 votes  
Michael Watson   -  28 votes 
 
We are delighted to announce that Tom 
Hardingham has been elected as 
parent governor. 
 
Following on from our first governor 
meeting this year, Victoria Pilkington –
Fox has moved from being a parent 
governor to a co-opted governor. This 
means that another vacancy has arisen 
for a parent governor. If you would like 
the opportunity to join our governing 
board, please complete the nomination 
form attached to this email and return 
to the school office by 10.00am on 
Monday 19th October 2020. 
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Nursery Helpers 
Nursery had some new trikes delivered, 
which Mr. Newbold helped us to put 
together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Newbold coped remarkably well 
with the number of ‘helpers’ he had and 
only lost one set of handlebars (plus all 
sets of instructions) in the process! The 
children even brought over their own 
tools to help. 
Arthur asked” Why is Mr. Newbold 
wearing those glasses?” 
Miss Baines replied,” Why do people 
usually wear glasses?” 
Arthur responded, “Because they can’t 
see!” 
 

Parent/Carer Consultations 
Due to Covid 19 restrictions, we are not 
able to hold face to face meetings this 
term. As a result, teachers will be 
phoning parents and carers to discuss 
with you how your child has settled 
back in to school, the progress they are 
making and the areas of learning that 
are a current focus. As with face to face 
meetings these calls will last up to 10 
minutes. Teachers will be phoning at 

various times from 12th October to 23rd 
October. 
 

Harvest 
Thank you to all of our families that 
have brought in Harvest donations for 
the Braintree Food Bank. If you would 
like to contribute, please bring items in 
to school and give to class teachers. I 
will be delivering all donations to the 
food bank on Friday 9th October. 
 
Urgently needed  

 Mash potato (drum or packet) 

 Cereal bars 

 Chocolate bars (Kit Kat, Penguins 
etc…) 

 Sponge puddings 

 Jam 
 
Other food items needed  

 Tinned hot snacks (Ravioli, Beans & 
Sausages etc…) 

 Tinned potatoes 

 Sugar (500g or 1kg bag) 

 Tinned hot meals (Curry, tinned pies 
etc…) 

 
Non-food items  

 Deodorants 

 Small boxes of non-biological 
washing detergent (gel form if 
possible)  
 

Currently, they DO NOT need: pasta, 
pasta sauce, biscuits, fish, soup, baby 
food or nappies. The food bank is 
asking for small packs as larger packs 
do not fit in their boxes making it 
difficult for people to carry home. Also, 
they are unable (for hygiene reasons) 
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to split large size or catering packs. 
Thank you for your support. 
 

Attendance  
The class with the best 
attendance this week was 
Kingfisher class. Their 
attendance was 99.3%. The 
classes with 100% 
punctuality were Kestrel and Robin. 
 

Tidy Classroom 
The cleaning staff have 
decided that Wagtail class 
has been the tidiest this 
week. Well done everyone. 
 

Rocket Points 
Blue rocket team were the winners this 
week with 151smiley faces. Encourage 
your child to demonstrate our rocket 
rules: brilliant behaviour, kind and 
caring and wonderful work to earn a 
smiley face to put on their class rocket. 
They may also earn them by 
demonstrating our school values of 
honesty, perseverance, fairness, 
friendship, respect and kindness.  
 

Packed Lunch 
If you are sending your child to school 
with a packed lunch, please ensure 
they do not contain food with nuts or 
nut traces, this includes chocolate 
spread. Try to include a sensible 
amount of food that your child will eat. 
  

Contacting The Office 
Wherever possible, please avoid 
coming in to the school office. If you 

need to come in to the office, please 
ensure only one adult and use the hand 
gel and maintain social distancing. We 
are happy for you to put notes, monies 
etc in an envelope and hand to class 
teachers who will pass it on. If you have 
any questions or queries please contact 
staff by email admin@gbins.co.uk or 
phone 01376 326891. Thank you. 

 
Family Support 
Sharon McCormick is our home/school 
liaison worker. If you are struggling with 
your child’s behaviour at home; 
bedtimes and mornings are a 
nightmare; your child is a fussy eater or 
struggles to leave you at school time, 
then Sharon may be able to help. 
Sharon is available to support any 
parent/carers who may need advice or 
support. She can also support with 
other issues affecting families for 
example: divorce and separation, 
housing issues and benefits. If she 
cannot help you personally, then she 
can refer to more specialised services 
who will be expert in their field. Sharon 
is available Mon- Thursday between 
7.45am-4pm. Parents/carers are 
welcome to email her 
on Smccormick@lyonshall.org.uk. She 
can also be contacted on 01376552393 
or 07714621666. 
 
You may contact her freely between 
those times and she can offer 
telephone / video call / email support. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@gbins.co.uk
mailto:Smccormick@lyonshall.org.uk
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Diary Dates 

15.10.20 Governing Board 
Meeting 

6.00pm 

26.10.20 
to 

30.11.20 

 
Half Term 

 
Week 

2.11.20 Non- Pupil Day 
  

Day 

16.11.20 
to 

20.11.20 

Year 2 Phonics 
Screening Week 

Week 

26.11.20 Flu immunisation 
for children in 
reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 

Day 

26.11.20 Governing Board 
Meeting 

6.00pm 

9.12.20 Christmas lunch 
for reception, Year 
1 and Year 2 

 

18.12.20 Break Up for 
Christmas 

 

 


